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Historically, on State assessments the average performance of Black, Hispanic, and Native American
students has been lower than that of White and Asian students. Similarly, students from low-income
families have not performed as well as those from higher income families. A high priority of the Board of
Regents is to eliminate these gaps in student performance. In addition, Title 1 of the federal Elementary
and Secondary Education Act includes explicit requirements “to ensure that students served by Title 1 are
given the same opportunity to achieve to high standards and are held to the same high expectations as
all students in each State.” Beginning with this report card, New York State will report performance data
by gender, disability status, racial/ethnic group, English proficiency status, migrant status, and income
level. District reports do not show high school performance data by gender, racial/ethnic group, migrant
status, or income level because data were available only from high schools that received Title 1 funding.

The purpose of the analyses on the following pages is to determine if students who perform below the
standards in this district tend to fall into particular groups, such as minority students, English language
learners, or economically disadvantaged students. If these analyses provide evidence that students in
one of the groups achieve at a lower level than other students, the district and community should examine
the reasons for this lower performance and make necessary changes in curriculum, instruction and
student support services to remedy these performance gaps.

It is important that programmatic changes be based on valid and reliable data. If a district does not have
20 students in a group in a given year, the district should evaluate results for students in this group over a
period of years to make programmatic decisions. To protect the privacy of students, the Department’s
policy is never to publish data for groups with fewer than five students, nor to publish data that would
allow readers to easily determine the performance of a group smaller than five. If the number of students
in small group racial/ethnic groups exceeds four, the aggregate performance of students in these groups
is shown in the last row (Small Group Totals) of Results by Race/Ethnicity.
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